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TOWARD A SUSTAINABLE BUILT ENVIRONMENT:

AN EVENING WITH DAVID EISENBERG

--"Sustainable Built Environment" presentation by David Eisenberg, for all audiences

(BRATTLEBORO, VT) - In a thought provoking and entertaining presentation, David Eisenberg, co-founder and director of the Development Center for Appropriate Technology (DCAT) based in Tucson, Arizona, will explore the larger context for design, construction, development, and regulation of buildings and the built environment in a time when the need for fundamental change in all human systems is becoming ever more obvious and urgent. Ranging from the use of alternative materials and appropriate technology to issues of security and the health of communities, the talk will weave together many crucial elements, developing the foundation for an emerging set of criteria for our decision-making processes. The presentation is appropriate and valuable for all audiences, including laypeople, building professionals and tradespeople, and regulatory and enforcement officials. It will take place on Monday, October 17, at 7:00 p.m., at the Hooker-Dunham Theater — 139 Main Street in downtown Brattleboro. Donations will be accepted to benefit the Development Center for Appropriate Technology (DCAT); $5 minimum suggested.
David Eisenberg's credentials are impressive. He is a two-term member of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Green Building Council; serves on the Advisory Board of Environmental Building News; and is a member of the Tucson/Pima County (Arizona) Joint Building Code Committee. A widely published expert, he writes a regular column for Building Safety Journal (the magazine of the International Code Council), is co-author of The Straw Bale House book, and helped write the first load-bearing straw bale construction building code in the United States.

His twenty-plus years of construction experience includes troubleshooting the fabrication and installation of the steel and glass cover of Biosphere 2 in Oracle, Arizona; building a $2 million structural concrete house, and a hypo-allergenic structural steel house; and building masonry, wood, adobe, rammed earth, and straw bale structures. He wittily characterizes himself as a "recovering contractor," and devotes much of his time to developing awareness and relationships among members of the building, development, design, building science, and building regulatory communities seeking to create a sustainable context for building regulation. He is a popular speaker in the U.S. and abroad on issues of sustainability and building codes, alternative building technologies, and addressing institutional barriers to sustainable building and development.

For more information about David Eisenberg and the Development Center for Appropriate Technology, see www.dcat.net.

The presentation is being co-sponsored by the following local organizations and businesses.

Brattleboro Area Natural-building Group (BANG)

      www.potkettleblack.com/BANG/
           Sarah Machtey, co-founder

                email BANG@potkettleblack.com
           Mark Piepkorn, co-founder

                802-257-7300 x 104
                email duckchow@potkettleblack.com
                (Mark is also an associate editor for the monthly publication Environmental Building News; co-editor of the GreenSpec product directory; and co-editor of the book Green Building Products. All are published or co-published by Brattleboro-based BuildingGreen, Inc., which is a co-sponsor of this event; see below.)
The Mountain Brook Center for Sustainable Living (Guilford)

           Tanya Balsley, director
                802-257-0465
                email mountainbrookcenter@yahoo.com
Mike Beganyi Design & Consulting (Putney)
      www.mikebeganyi.com
           Mike Beganyi, owner and principal
                802-536-0106 (office), 802-310-3546 (mobile)

                email mike@mikebeganyi.com

BuildingGreen, Inc. (Brattleboro)
      www.buildinggreen.com
           Jerelyn Wilson, outreach director

                802-257-7300 x 102
                email jerelyn@buildinggreen.com
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      eisenberg_pr.doc (this press release)

      eisenberg_flyer.pdf (event flyer)


